Wednesday, October 25, 1972 


PERSONS OF BELGIAN HERITAGE visited the homeland 
of their ancestors during a two-week period early in October, 
The tour, made upof 116 persons, spanning several generations, 
was sponsored by Peninsula Belgian American Club of Namur. 

A key figure in organizing and arranging the tour was Dr. 
Joseph Binard, Manitowoc, who came to this country from 
Belgium six years ago. Now an American citizen, Dr, Binard, 
wearing the light coat, is standing at the right in the front 
row. His father, Dr, Theophile Binard, a professor at Louvain 
University in Belgium, is just behind and to the right of him. 

The picture was taken at DeHahn, a resort city on the North 
Sea, 

Everywhere thenortheastern Wisconsin group went in Belgium 
they received a hospitable welcome, but it was Namur, a city 
located in the Province of Namur, that went all out, 

“When we got there, that was it, everything stopped,” one 
of the Wisconsinites reported. “The whole day was planned for 
us,” 

The mayor of the city and a high-ranking officer of the 
province were among the dignitaries who helped “roll out the 
red carpet” when the 116 visitors arrived. They addressed 
the Americans in Walloon and were understood by most of the 
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group. Almost 85 percent are descendants of Walloon Belgians, 

The absence of a language barrier was animportant factor in 
the success of the trip. 

Besides Dr. Binard, making the trip from Wisconsin were: 

Mrs. Lucy Andre, Cletus J, Bellin, Wallace Charles and Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Chaudoir, R1, Forestville; Mr. andMrs. Ralph 
Bader, Mr. and Mrs, Leonard Bouche, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Charles, Mr, and Mrs. Harvey Lampereur, Mary Ropson and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Vandenhouten, sr., R2, Luxemburg; Mr. and 
Mrs, Joseph Mathu, R3, Luxemburg; Clara Seidl, Luxemburg; 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Berger and Claire Berger, R4, Sturgeon 
Bay; Mr. and Mrs, Elmer DeDecker and Mrs, Emma Willems, 
Sturgeon Bay. 

Mrs. Beatrice Bero, Mary Conard, Melvin Granius, Dorothy 
Muench, Mrs. Fern Rankin, Betty Rankin and Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Vandenack, Algoma; Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Destree, 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Granius, Mr, and Mrs, Louis Jadin, Mark 
Jadin, Mr. and Mrs. John Jauquet, Mrs, Lena Lampereur, Mrs. 
Lena Pierre and Mr. and Mrs, John Rass, jr., R1, Brussels; Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur LaLuzerne, Mr. andMrs. Clifford Neuville and 
Mrs. Mary Marchant, Brussels, Mrs. Lorraine Melchior, 


DePere. 

Mrs. Emerance Drossart and Mr. and Mrs, Willard Sevcik, 
Casco; Mr. and Mra, William Monfils, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Guilette and Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Gilson, R1, Casco; Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert Jadin and Mr, and Mrs, Fred VanDrisse, R1, 
New Franken; the Rev. Raymond Conard, R1, New Holstein; 
Mr. and Mrs, Albert DeBaker, Leopolis; Mrs. Eugene Bartelme, 
Greta Keinburnik, Mrs, Mickie Engeldinger, Mrs. Leonore 
Fiedler, Mrs. Esther Fitzgerald, Dr, and Mrs. M, Jacobi and 
three children and Joseph M. Zahorik, Manitowoc. 

Marie Roderick, Suamico; Mrs. Margaret Wachowski and 
Lillian Luchow, Two Rivers; Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ausloos, 
Mrs. Mose Bader, Diane Bader, Frances Bertler, Florence 
Boulanger, Mrs. Adela Christoff, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Cormier, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence DeBaker, Mr, and Mrs. 
Clarence DeJardin, Mr. and Mrs. George Delveaux, Mr. 
and Mrs. Theodore Denisson, Louis Derenmne, Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Doney, Mrs, John Jeanquart, William Keuken, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Prevost, Mrs. Marjorie Jonet, Mrs. Mary 
Renier, Mrs, Mary Roznowski, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Servais, 
Mrs, Frank Spitzer, Mr. and Mrs, Fred Strebel and Mrs. 
**srtin Williams, Green Bay, and Mrs, Mae Hensel, Milwaukee. 
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Trip F rom Namur to Namur Proves 


to Be History in the Remaking 


When the transition from Bel- 
gium to northeastern Wisconsin 
began building up steam about 
115 years ago, it is unlikely that 
many of the travelers gave seri- 
ous thought to the possibility that 
a similar trek would be made, 
in reverse, by future generations. 

Such a development did occur, 
however, when 116 persons, most 
of them of Belgian heritage, left 
in early October to visit the 
homes, the towns and ceme- 
teries ‘of their forebearers. 

“We came from Namur, USA, 
and our last day in Europe was 
in Namur, Belgium,” one of the 
group making the 1972 trip re- 
ported. “It was history in the 
remaking!” 

The trip from Wisconsin to 
Belgium began Tuesday, Oct, 3, ' 
when two busses were loaded 
at Namur and a third at Green 
Bay. The vehicles continued to 
Milwaukee where the passengers 
transferred for a flight to New 
York, At New York the 116 board- 
ed another airliner, arriving in 
Brussels, Belgium, Wednesday, 
Oct. 4. 

Before their departure for a 
stateside destination two weeks 
later, the Wisconsinites not only 
had visited relatives and sites 
in the homeland of their ances- 
tors, but they had also been to 
other countries, including France 
and England. 

The trip included many high- 
lights, but best of all, it would 
seem, was the visit to Namur. 

That the large city of Namur 


should be host to visitors from 
its tiny namesake in far-off Wis- 
consin was sufficient reason to 
celebrate. But even more fan- 
tastic was the fact that most of 
these Americans could speak 
their own Walloon language. 

“They were flabbergasted,” ac- 
cording to one report brought back 
to our Namur. 


“Namur, Belgium, is a city of ‘ 


the general size of Green Bay,” 
the spokesman continued. “When 
we got there, everything stopped. 
The whole day was planned for 
us. It was a triumphant occa- 
sion.” 

The mayor and the depute per- 
manent of the Province of Namur 
were on hand to greet the Ameri- 
cans and the local newspaper, 
Vers L’Avenir, gave the Ameri- 
cans considerable coverage. This 
included a group picture. 

Many of.the Americans, locat- 
ing relatives sharing the same 
last name, were invited into Bel- 
gian homes. By tracing family 
trees, they often learned that 
they were second or third cousins. 

Although the Americans were 
on the receiving end most of the 
time, they also did a little giving. 
This included presentation of an 
honorary membership in Penin- 
sula Belgian American Club to 
the mayor of Namur. This is the 
club that sponsored the trip. 

Namur, however, is not the only 
community that Belgium and Wis- 
consin share. Other hamlets in 
the American Belgian settlement 
named after Belgian cities and 
towns are Rosiere, Walhain, 
Champion and Misere. Then, of 


course, there is Brussels. 

Those who met persons with 
the same family names included 
members of the Granius, DeJar- 
dine, VanDrisse, Chaudoir, Des-. 
tree, Monfils, Jeanquart and 
Dachelet clans. 

The American Belgians were 
high in their praise of the Euro- 
pean Belgians. 

It was noted that not only did 
their Belgian hosts go out of 
the way because this tourist group 
represented offspring of their own 
heritage, but because the Belgians , 
continue to feel a debt.of grati-. 
tude toward Americans of today’ 
for their help during and after 
World War I. 

They acknowledge the impor- 
tance of the American dollar in 
rebuilding their small country 
bordering the North Sea and for 
ae industry, it was 


a go Wisconsin 
contingent said they also were 
impressed with the standards 
of living found in Belgium. 
“They’re equal to ours,” was one 
comment. “I mean equal in the way 
of modern facilities and in their 
buying power.” 

Besides Namur, larger cities 
visited in Belgium included Lou- 
vain, famous for a university 
founded in 1425; Brussels, the 
capital; Antwerp, the second lar- 
gest port city in Europe; Ghent 
and Brugge. Ghent and Brugge 
were among the first points vis- 
ited in Belgium. 
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Dame and a cruise on the river 
Seine. Two days later the group 
found itself in London after a 
trip by boat and coach. There it 
visited the Houses of Parliament, 
Westminster Abbey and the Tower 
of London where the crown jewels 
are located. The next day, 
Wednesday, was devoted toa visit 
to Ingelmunster Brewery. Then 
it was on to Brussels, 

October’s fling in Europe was 
the first sponsored by the Penin- 
sula Belgian American club, but, 
because ofits success, isn’t likely 
to be the last. Already there is 
talk of aie a trip to Bel- 
gium, Spain and 

The club, organized July 16, 
1964, has an impressive mem- 
bership of 425. Meetings are 
held the third Thursday of each 
month, Headquarters are the Bel- 


gian Inn at Namur. 


